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HEADDUARTERS
APO 96222

P

T0: Commanding General, Pleet Marine Force, Pacific,

Basic commmication complied with.

FOR THE COMMNDER:

£ Inet el T . JOSEPH
Added L-Ipnel et VA
&. Ambassaderial Concurrence o Asst
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Ssigon,- Vietnam
March 16, 1973

MEMORANDUM

~TO i General Fred C, ”ﬁ!ag@ﬂé
COMUSMACY :

SUBJECT Unit Award

{ concur in MACV's recommendation that the Navy Unit e
Commendation be awarded to the following units of the Republic of
Vietnam Armed Forces which ssggcrte& the Combined ﬁsﬁnn :
Platoon 1-3-9%:

Detachment, Binh Son }}és%mt Hea&g&sﬁera,
Republic of Vietnam.

Regional Force Company #228, Binh 5 m Distriet,
Bepublic of Vietnam. , .

Régwml Force Company #3986, Binh Sen District,

: Republic of Vietpam, S

Popular Force Platoon $17.

Popular Forece Platoon #183,

Revolutionary Eevela;zneﬁt Cadre Pim §?3.

Eﬂmar& Bnnker
Sxmhxssaéar ;

Enel: %‘@meﬁé%ﬁ;éa for award.




| HACAG-PD {28 Sep ?2} Srd Ind : '
COBUBIECT: §&Cﬁ§%ﬁ¥s§at1€é§ fﬁf Heri tﬂ?’i ous {%s}:zi: {fﬁmsféa*isv

BEADAUARTERS, 'ﬁ%’z?m ﬁ'&q MILITARY aﬁﬁmﬁa mﬁ% ﬁmg
AP 96222

T0: - Commander in ﬁ‘ziﬁsfg ﬁﬁimé States Pacific ?iﬁét; PO gﬁégg‘

3 Recommend é‘é‘-;ii‘é’é“fa‘i* '

2. Beguest this %saséq@rm:s {é N MACAG-PD} zaéi'aés?iséé"%&fééai -
L i?ﬁ h&s haen ta%:e*a 55 ) N

FOR ‘ﬁ;“’ CORBANDER:

| JAMES C. GRIFFITH
oL, UeA - o
Adjutant General
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H

" REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
--'_SAIGON VIEMAM

- SUBJECT:. u;m Award

RER I Attached\ is a reconmendauon for- award of the Navy Unit. 'ommendat(o
7 -to the Combmed Actlon Platoon 1 3-—9 III M - :

; :2 'I'h1s headquarters propos:es ‘to 'recomend that’ the Navy Um_t o
he awarded to. the follcwmg units of the Repubhc: of Viettiam Armed

‘ '.Popular Force Plateon #17
. -Populdr Force Platoon: #189 ;
: .'_Revolutlonary Develo;:ment Cadre
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Commandlng General,

" Commander - in Chlef;

{1) Commander,_

o mand Vletnam e
(2) Commanding. General Flee
(3) Commander 1n chlef, U.

Approprlate Unlt Award for Comblned Actlon ‘Platoon:
A 3 9 III Marlne Amphlblous Force 1nvolv1ng combat

'f:Encl

l. Forwaxded.-
o \

“Platoon 1=3-9°cn 13 September 1969 n’ 5-villag
However, -III Marine amphibious Force. Command Chrouologi for'.
g perlod 1 Septémber 1969 through 30 September 1969.does state
~in part "In the heaviest contatt, an ‘attack on the AN “PHONG
_village complex and the AN ‘HOA Refugee Camp,.frlendly forces
_-kllled 116 members of the 6th tali 21 ) Reglment.

'3'3.: It 1s recommended that an.’ approprlate award be authorlzed,:ﬁ
provided no other award for the same act: or serv1ce has been -
‘_‘awarded.__“ : : S . .

ﬂﬁ.Copy toi
. onc (eode DLA)
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 stats’ this. particularly because_ the es
exﬁﬁple of t:he ultimate accompl et 0]
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SUMMARY OF ACTION UPON WHICH TS BASED A RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF AN
" APPROPRIATE 'UNIT CITATION. TO COMBINED ACTION. PLATOON 1-3-9,:-187 CCMBINED:
< ACTION GROUP,  IYT MARINE MPHIBIOUS FORCE, FLE‘ESL‘ MARINE FORCE,.;’ ' i
AND supmzarms UNITS, .~ . : i

MISST ON S

\ Protect t.he v.zl:lade of An Pbong r.I} and surroundmg'hamlets :
\,ﬂ'acticaz (Ared. of Coard.mat.wn and elm.mate the V.iet Cong and V.let -Cong
4 ;nfrastmcture therem :

' CONCEPT OF opsmrrow.
. 3 E o
. Maintain the presence of omb.med ..Ilct.ion Platoon 1-3-9 in the. ass.igned
. Area and accomplish kheir mission by conduct:ing aggressive small. unit
‘activities consisting: oijaatrols anﬂ ambushes throughoqt_:; 'their assigned
Tact:.wal A.rea- of Caard.mat;on. ' _ AN . _ :

EXECUTION- U 3ETTIT Merine
) Sy caction on 13 S"‘tx_._
. on t:he nzght*of 12 September- 196‘9 th é tbush
- ‘north of the village, a:liaison; team ‘with® gﬁ%al’amlar*‘ :ges :Platoop on .
-~ OP GEORGE and-a. rov.mgaplat“aon 0P toprovide-security-for the. Vzllage.
At approxmat:ely 0330 the. y#ilagers’ passed the: word: th: - large: number .
of NVA soldiers had entered the western settion of the vzllage. I’he L
platoon CP dispatihédyg Emall.forse; cansistingrof tworMarines, a. Navysi o .
Corpsmati and an interpreter to- investigate. Tbey moved to the school
-yard’ if thefwestern :end dFf therrillaye m:mrqntlaeg feund sEhe NVA® direcqu
i "the villagers awayfrom: the:area. - The small force was taken undér heavy - i
" automatic wedpons fire resulting in the waunding of the interpreter dio o
‘the leg. The Marines killed the NVA that had znitiated the firefight and S
. began fighting their -way back to the platoon CP.! wThe Corpsman wh:.le L
7. assisting the’ Wounded .mterpreter away f.t‘om tbe pi{ﬁuing enemy WAS, L
s _mortally wnunded._' - G Pl

At the same time the f.zref.ight in the village—w egan, OP GEORG overloaking

© the village, came under a heavy ground attack by. approximately thirty - '
sappe.rs usmg satchel chargesv, grenades and automatic weapons, The exzemy

' _succeeded‘ in breachmg the per:.meter of the: outnumbered defenders and-
furious hand to hand combat. ensued. = Through their determ.med and” tenacz.ous
fighting the small force succeeded in driving the . enémy. -froin: their pos.zt:ion_
at a loss of six Popular Force soldiers killed and one Marine wounded. . The
next morning numercus.enemy dead were found in' and around the: positions on
-OP GEORGE, some having ‘been killed by kn.ives. T :

T while the battle raged on OP GEORGE the contact in "the. v:llage inc:reased y
;" ‘in-Intensity. The. platoon headquarters was " jm.ned by personne]. pulled in .
- from the ambush .site, the RD Cadre and Popular ‘Self Defense ‘Forcas: w.lt:fun :
‘the- village.. The Marines repulsed the probes.by: ‘the N_VA and ‘the. Popular _
Forces drové a small number of the enemy who attem ted to enter ‘the vi age'-
rom’ the east behind the frzendly forces,. .
o 'them .in tbe contact.: Do
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,Tbe Harmes called in art:,llery and helicopter glmships throughout the
: m.ght, aften wzth.m f.iftg metérs of théir: posztians. At first 'light a.:
v, Bnall reaat.zon farce consistmg of the' Combined ﬂct.wn C’ompany execut.we
. offlcer, supply. sergeant, an ARVN lieutenant and a- Havy Corpsman arr.wed ;
Ty 1’9 helicopter, Oncs on the ground ‘thé Company Executive officer qu.lckly
Lgssessed the’ s:ntuaf:.mn amd formed two - smal¥ attack force’s: of ‘Five Marines . S
Ia.r.tcf sevaral. DF'5 lead‘mg‘ orie. h.tmse.lf and puttingr ‘the'i"ther “né_er the R

r,125"'(?1121‘:1:'1m? o 'th

Zp‘rlng fram the Iup and meetmg the eneaig 'face co face dsi thegr maved
-~ from hut to Hut, at’ thJ.s time a react.wn force cons.isting of a small

. Chief accompam.ed '_b a:; small detacfment ,iso.r _] !!'eam #17
“from Binh Son District landed by helit.-opter‘ to tﬁe.west ‘of  the. v.tllage._. '
sThe reaction’ Yorce .mmeda.ately came under mwortarand small drmsg fire and .
engaged remnants of the enemy battalion try.mg to: escape to the westy . -
iZhey. k.u.led geveral along the edge of the w.llage and d:.rected airstnkes
on’ t}ze ;emalmng .enemy. as he withdrew to the west. el ) _. : )
j!t appraxmxately l130.’. the .reﬁction fo ce mved to f:he, village and

Ted'

chinked up. with CAP{ 2= " 3!
J;undued sa.xteen. S.zxty—-e;grlft: .mdzvm“ua.l. end two cre "served weapons

were captured and .one POW was captireds v row bom:.irméd “the-unit as '

the Etfz Battal wn, 2151’: Reg:.ment, 2nd NVA D.w_is.mn and stated that only ' :

pbattahon of North V;etname

stoward . t{:_e ob;rectlves ‘of . th g
' The performance of heu; ‘eﬁow Har.mes,

'hment. U. 5. Army Adv.zsorg_ eam. #17; Bin
l?éth Assault Hel.wapter Company, . .I-ﬁh Aviah.
o 3Deta¢bment,:3.mh Son District Headquarten:s, lg_VN
| aBeginal Force Company #228, . Bmh'Son 1 cty,
akegmna ;Force Company_#BBG,- ‘
Popular Forae Platoon #17
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- cAp 2-3-9. JMEdJ.ately dispatched a_four man
.aantact was made w.ith_ the’ enemtr :_Earces inth

o .Marznes and seventeen Popu.lar Fm:'ces ‘sold :
* post known &s. OP. GBORGE, - wh.wh overlooked t:be

. -heavy ground attack by ‘enemy -Sappers us.mg stac
- and automatic weapons.. The defenders on. OP ‘GEORG
- c.!ose quarters ‘and furmus hand, to hand comba ’

‘. their poszt.lons rvd lazmch aggressive.
ezght personnel throughoui: the night.=

caeuali:zes and driv.mg the remainder of the enémy from 4,
- 'The ‘men of Combined Action Platoon 1-3-9,: by their. ‘steadfast. devotion o
‘to duty. and eomplete disregard for their own personal’ safety in the - ..~
- face of overwhelmmg odds, were able to prevent the eneny from: se.iz.mg
the village of Arnr Bhong (1) and also inflict devesting casualtzes o
: resu.lting in: the d‘eczmtmn of - the 6th Battal;on, 218t Reg.ment, 211&
- ..pivision, NVA. -This. display ‘of pmfese;onal;sm, determinatian and
[ imparalleled. agrgressiveness by thig small wnit resulted in: the: ult:.mate
death of one hundred sixteen North Vietpamese sold.iers, ‘thé -captire: S
~of sa.xty-e.tght individual, tio crew served. weapons, and.the captute. of
-& NVA PoWw while sustaining the loss of only one: ‘Marine,. one’  Navy- Corpsman ;
- and eight Papular Forces soldiers. killed. -¥his: commendable detion | 7 i
: represents an extraordinary contrzbution “toward, the achievement of the
" objectives. of Free World Forces in the Repiiblic of Vietnam and was in
‘keéeping with the very. highest trad.itzons of the arine l:’osze and the

United States Naval Serv:.ce. C




fold3 2

www.fold3.com/image/#269657309 Printed on jun 29, 2012

~Dennr a3 : r Companiss-ded b_t.f:'
' t“hﬁzf'ﬂibj*tw appampriate cIm;:!.t: Awatd_,:ﬁomﬂmhineﬂ. Action:Platoonsl- ;
fm*? lumh Mari:m ﬂAmphibiuus_ Force inmbri:ng cambiaky aut:inmmm rlﬂ .Sep
el cams ’31?‘5:.:{‘_.'02f15 ah’}..;uﬂll m& Firovani o
" Hennegm‘r,;lw(}:, MAHBU’ MBSI‘G Ehizlndalphia.; .Pa
mh’ suhfj_'? azrst :

. 1.' I am p‘ersonally knowledgeable regaxdi' g the subject combat 'ction of
m CAP, ,1,~—3°-9 ag. kse‘t: ,ﬁom:h in melomutll G e.ft-n:ence: Ea:haanﬂ .\ﬁnthusiastic-._,

: : b t‘.& 13!‘
fieat ~-had. the: pleasure ofr decorating. several of-the ﬂﬂ? leaders...shortly
omﬂﬁmr‘ this battlerdf; further docomentationids; needed; o I iguggbst. the- 3
" andommanding Generals, Fleet Marine Parcey: I’acif:f.m, ibe: rcuntacted as-he acted
on my message request for the individual decorations mentioned above, ’
By their cm'v”'”— dignpian _.31::“91“&2 COBraTL; ar’g ‘EEQ-_[ ft Lt

J\..J;..r.;.v s .\n.-.d‘l-u‘n
vobtion to duty in the ,ﬂudw y Cur'b

ﬁcf_.m_ Platpon Je3eg <"::::r_e:c‘f(_m- in Erszz I3
battalion of North Yistnanese regﬂﬂmmmﬁms ,..ﬂ.il“.snt ccvtr’
-tomrd the oljsctives of the Free Foxilg Torces .zr tie Rerubiic af .
Vietham, The psyforrance of their fa¥low Maripss, . 8. Army e-lere s
of CQPY Lo ::1bmol’J.E.oHennegan their Vietnares comrades. i arms wes
Lalso in kec—,mm with the highest traditions of th m_zlztarg sermcea. .
"Tbe ‘Facts cdontainsd in t:h-a pzomse& c.ztatzwz attacbrzd md tius ‘s REATY

aze a "‘e!f_te_r of record: :
SUPP ; .52‘5”’ L;&‘IE“S

Detacknent, Isi. uo.“kﬂnad‘ fct‘on Grsay SR .
Detacx; ert, U, £, Army EEvisery Tesw Fl?, B.U:}s S'Qn D.tstr:_ct, R"-V _
ticopter ! Ty, .Atn Aviation B tt’al.,.on, :«ner_wal S e
Srh Zon Distrive Yeadm vRrLers, VY P
iinh. Soo 'ﬁ*surzct, Fw‘
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. MEADAQUARTERS 25 MARINE BIVISION £, M_ F. _
e GAMP LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLINA 28542 I NERLY AIFRN YO

S/CRB/pmc
-10 Oct 1972:'

' Approprlate Unlt Award for Combined Actlon Platoon
"}=3-9, III Marine AmphJ:blous Force. involving combat
%1969} recommendatlon for - :

vand autors i Fofenders. on D0 L "

clgasn Reference (a) forwardeéobnmtenant Colonel HENNEGAN s :

-Itecommendation ‘for an: appropriatel: ‘award - for. Comblned Action

Pratoon: l—\3 =9, IIt -Maring inmphibious: Force.. In addltlnn, R
. tteferencei{a) identified the -_nders,lqned ds- D:Lractor Comb:v.ned R

.eActJ.on Program, III MAF ¢z h‘ ' e

K _r-iy-t.m'emory of the desc i1 fact most vivid .
rrand_ hasw been accurately «portrayed by Lleutenant Célonel

I-am in completeA concurrence w1th hls recommen—
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C FOR omcw" Js

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY b
HEADQUARTERS UNITEB S'I'ATES MARINE CORPS -
B R IN REPLY REFER To-

"DE-trak

Commandant of the Marlne Corps
. Commander. 1n Chlef Pacific~fFPO, San Francisco
.96610-. S P
{1). Commandlng General III Marine Amphibious
oo Fordé: - ‘ i e
{2} Commander, - Unlted States Mllltary Assistance
... Command, Vietnam-. . - - : i e
(3) Commanding General, Fleat Marlne Force, Paciflc-
{4 Commander -in’ Chlef, U.*S. PaleleFlGEt (FFlml)”

LApproprlate Unlt Award for Comblned Actlon Platoon . S
-1=3<8, III: Marine Amphlbaous Force dinvolving combat - ..
action on. 13uSeptemher 1969L recommendatlon for oL

,(a)“ CMC ltr DLA~STO of 44;,@1;72, same subJect

a), ‘For con51dera£ion of an approprlate unlt award for e .
omblned Action. Platoon 1—3—9, III Marlne Amphlblous.Force. :

E;.-HENNEGPN.
: MARTU, MARTC, ‘MCRTC -
= NB, Phlladelphla.;Pa.
19112 a

¥
o
e
£
o




fold3

www.fold3.com/image/#269657328 Printed on Jun 29, 2012

S DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ey npnﬂc-e OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GF.N.ERA&,
"o WASHINGTQN. n.c _zoal.l-' g

'_26'0ctober 19?2

EMarine Amphlbian ( he
i3 Sep 69 Recomn lend tIo

'. THQ, ULS.: {fairm Corp
Washlngton) EVC 52

= ‘Hennegan, U.S.T
Har-ne Corps, - .
o ReE Y an it
: Zﬁ’*ﬂn 3

AdtidniiPla oon

thiés Unrted

vrdlaga <

i . hen CGlonel Hennega.n—.
~edlled me. regardjng my indorsing thls actronn.k;bel:eve heﬂctgd
-was. surprised of:theiknowledge .l had:concerning-the events,
that .took place on 13 Sep 69: The CAP 1799 performed in.such
“an outstanding manner that | can vivudly recall their hero:c '_
eﬁiﬂhti&u Following this action Colonel Hennegan gave a brtef-'

i AgCEE wiy Dy IstowHeadquarterssinswhichihe: explafned, :
déaiT, thélieves fyrithat transplred._ As l.-recall, asked
C&FonéhiHerinegan 2 f tthe Marine .chain: of" command would: submlt a
rééoninendatlon far :an-award. for CAP. 1-3-9, ‘indicated that )
che was sure they would.. | offered to make such a recommenda- BENT

_tlon through Army. channels If it: would be helpful. STnce : 5

S CoJoneI Hennegan and | worked in very close coord:nation and

‘he never mentioned’ the subject .again, 1 assumed the . proposed
award was well on its.way, .and. | didﬂnntusumet“aﬂrecbmmenda?.u
tlon through Army channels. RO R TR L

_ Jﬁ}’-lt is with great personal and professional mulitary pride
o that I indorse a recommendat:on for a’ unlt citat:on; g
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'5-. F addftlonat nformatlon on datails are desired wou d::
. ‘be happy to provade whatever is” needad based ‘on my reco!lect on_'-
~of: the in ident e
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7/#@5_
1650
' '.1 1 Nov 19&

PIRST ENDORSEMENT on CMC ltr DLA—sro of 24 Oot 1972

From: Commandlng General III Marlne amphibious Force FMF
To: . Commander in Chlef, Pacific, FPO, San Francisco 96610
via: (1) Commander, United- States Mllltary Assmstance Com-
- ‘mand, Vietnam . : -
(2) Commandlng General Fleet Marlne Porce, PaCIflC R
ommander in Chlef U S Paclflc Fleet (FFl 1}

‘Subi: Appropllate Unit Award for Comblned Action Platoon
1-3-9 ITI Marine Amphibious Force’ involving combat
actlon on 13 September 1969; recommendatlon for

Encl: '(4) CHMC 1tr DL-—ral of 31 oOct 1972

i. Forwarded.

2. The records held by. thls Command,do not prov1de ‘informa-~
tion to substantiate the combat action of Combined Action

_ Platoon 1-3-9 on 13 September- 1969 in ‘AN PHONG village.
However, III Marine Amphibious Force Command Chronclogy for - |
period 1 September 1969 through 30 September 1969 does state

" in part “"In the heaVLest contact, an attack on the AN PHONG.
village complex and.the AN HOA Refugee Camp,.frlendly forces
kllled 116 membeérs of the 6th Battallon, Elst NVA Reglment.ﬂ

--3. It is recommended that an approprlate award be authorlzed
_prov1ded no- other award . for the same act or serv1ce has been
awarded. : . _ ‘

4,  Bs requested by the Commandant of the Marine Corps,
enclosure (4) has been’ 1ncluded as- part of the baSlC corre-
spondence. Y g

I5! ’\11 '[ZG“R

Copy to: .
_CMC_(Code DLA)
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DEPARTMENT OF-' THF_' NAVY

. HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES. MARINE CORPS
’ : WASHlNGTON BiC, 20300 ' : N
. IN REPLY REFER 10
- DLA-81r0

o4 06T 1972

Frdm.3 Commandant of the Marlne Corps : '

Tor- .Commander An Chlef, Pa01f1c, FPO, San Franc1sco
EEERR - T-1-3 o B

Via:s ,q(l) Commandlng General, IIT Marlne Amphlblous

‘Force : .
- (2} Commander; Unlted States Mllitary Assistance .
_ Command, Vietnam
(3} Commanding General, Fleet Marlne Force, Paclflc
(4) Commander in Chlef, U. 8. Paclflc Fleet (Fflul)

Approprlate Unit Award- for Comblned Actlon Platoon'
1-3-9 .IT1I Marine Amphibious Forge involving combat
_ actlon on 13- September 1969- recommendatlon for

o) LtCol J. E. HENNEGAN 5 ltr JEH; cet 1650 of "
~128ep72 with enclosures thereto- g

(2) LtGen H. NICKERSON, Jr's ltr A/HNjr:dmb of

: 60ct72 " - -

(3) col C. R. BURROUGHS' 1tr 5/CRB/pic of 100ct’72

1, Enclosures (1) through (3) are forwarded for comment

'and recommendation.-
MM
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MARINE AIR RESERVE TRAINING UNIT . &
Marine Air Regerve !I'.ra.mJ.ng Command
Mar.:.ne Corps Reserve Training . Center_

. 'Naval- Base. .

Ph.iladel_ph.m, Penns'_;lvan.z.a 19.112 oo
-'-JEH:céti_
1650 o
12 Sep 1972

Lzeutenant (.‘olonel g E. HBNNEGAN, 214 22 6807, USMC
'EComnmndant of the Marine Corps (Code DL} ; Headquarters, U. S.
Marire Corps, Washington, D. c. 20380 .

fe. Appzoprmte Un:.t .?!ward for Comblned Act::ton P.Iatoon 1- 3 9 III
Marine Amphibious Force J.nvolvzng combat act.mn on 13 Sepi:ember
1969; recommsand‘atlon for_ . NEE

(a) SECNAVINST 1650 .ID

_ (1) Summary of act.lo.n :
{2} Proposed CJ,tat.lon

‘1. An 1nEormal xnguzry has revea.led t.hat no current unit reconunendation
can be found that is presently pending concerning. the subject um.f: for:
action in the village of an Phong, Quang Ngai Prov.mr,'e, Re_publ.w of
Vietnam on 13 September 1.969. : . . o S

2. Thr-_- unders_tgncd served as commandzng off.mer of the 1st C.‘omluned
Agtion Group, IIT Marine. Amphibious Force from April through Octéber
1969. During that time my command received at least two Unit Commen-
- dations to be presented to CAP units of ' the lst Combined:Action Group
- that had been earned by them for previoug actions. T am, of the opinion
- that'the accompl_tshments of Combined Action Platoon 1-3= 9 on 13 September
1969 were particularly axtraord_mary and as notewori:bg as the awards .. .
- referred te in the. aforementioned sentence, if not considerably more so.
. ‘Because of this,- and. due to ‘the apparént-fact -that previous regquests’
were either misplaced or inadvertently oveérlooked, T am submitting this
letter as a request and/or recommendation.that the subject unit be awarded
the Navy Upit Commendation or such other award as is dppropriate for the -
~subject’ action of .13 &aptember 19639, to mclude the attached units that
were involved in that significantly unique and sucaessful encounter._ I
state this particularly because the results of that getion were a classic -
. example of the ultimate accvompl.ls}ment of the Combinet! Act;on Program, - -
wherein the villagers rose to & man with théir. CAP in the face of the
‘seemingly overwhelming - p;i'ds._ of a North Vzet_names_e Regelar Infaut_ry_ ;
‘Battalion and were not only. successful but defeated . them decidely. .

' 3. I'am including as enclosures (1) and (2)°a sdnﬁﬁéi‘y o;f:the adnbn‘_
anc? proposed. citation, the facts of which can be substant.tated by -
operatlonal reports of the lst Combined Actlon G.roup, “the Amer.wal

 smpnesune (/1
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Div.:.son and the III !-!a.mne Amph:abmus Force.

.4 . Furthemore, conversations with LtGen Herman N.tckerc:on Jr-. usue
(‘Ret) (CG IIT MAF at the time), !r!aJGen Lloyd B, ‘Ramsey, USA (CG Americal
Divisjon at the time) and Colonel Charles R. ‘Burroughs, USHC . {DlreCtOI‘
- of the Combined Action Program for IIT MAF at.the time).all of whom
have a vivid memory of this particular actioir, have indicated that they y
‘wounld endorse ‘this recommendation by separate correspondence upoir
reveipt of a copy ‘of this letter.  This letter .is being forwarded:
directly to ensure. comphance Wlth the. t‘:hree year llmtat.wn establlshed .

as 'a guideline in reference fa).

. E. HL‘NNFG‘AN .
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 SUNMARY " OF ACTION UPCN WHICH IS BASED-A RECONMMENDATION FOR:AWARD OF AN
' APPROPRIATE UNIT CITATION TO COMBINED, ACTION. PLATOON 1=3<9, 18T COMBINI}D ;
- BCTION GROUP, I1L MARINE AMPHIBIOUS: FORCE.', FLEDT MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC

o AND suppommc: UNITS. . . ; _ i

MISSION :

. Protect ‘the Vallage of An Phong (1) and surroundlng ham.lets .in assigned-
E Tactzcal Area of. Coordmatmn and ellmwate the V.tet Cong and viet: Cong .
Infrasf:ructure there;n. s R R Gt

E C‘ONC'EPT oF opma'z-zo;v.

'Ma1nta1n the presence of C‘omblned Aﬂtlon Platoon l 3-9 in: the assigned‘
"area and accompl.zsh their nmission by conductmg -aggressive’ smail unit _
activities consisting of patrols and ambushes throughout tbezr aSSJ.gned: '
Pactical Arez ‘of - Coordznatmn. o . o . :

EX‘ECUTION 3

_tn the nlght o,. 12 Septembm‘ 1969 the plai.oon had estabJ 1shed‘ an ambush:- s
- north of ‘the v.zllage, a -liaison téam with the’ Populaz‘ Forces Pliatoon .on’
B op. ‘GEORGE and .a roving plataon 0P to promd‘e sSecurity for the village.” -
LAt approximately 0330 the villagers passéd tlhe word: that @ large number
of NVA. soldiers had. entered the western section of tha v111age.' The -
platcon CP d.zspatched a small forc:e, conslstlng of two Marines, a Navy .
Corpsman and ‘an interpreter to investigate: " They: noved to the school .
--_'yard' in. the western end:of the village whére they found the “NVA d.trect:.ng R
. the v.tllagers awa y from thé area, -The small-force was-taken under heavy
- antomatic veapons fire resu.l ting in the wounding of the J.nterpreter In
‘the leg. The Marines killed the NVA that had “initidted the. firef.r.ght and
.~ began fighting: their way back: to. the: platoon CP: The Corpsman while
_'ass.tstmg the wounded - Jnterpreter away from the pu.rsuing enemg was
’ moztally wounded, LE : e U

At tbe same t.lme thé fzref.z.ght in the v1llagre began, or GEORGE overlook.mg
the village, came under a heavy ground attack by approx.lmately ‘thirty .
 sappers us.mg satchel charges_. grenades and automatic weapons.  The enemy
- succeeded in breaching the per.lmeter ‘of ‘the cutnunbered défenders and -
- . furious hand to hand. combat ensued. Tbrough ‘their determlne& and tenaclous i
\. Fighting the .small force succeeded in driving the enemy from thezr pOSltJ.Ons e
.: at'a loss of six Popular Force sold:.ers killed: and one: Marine wounded. Tbe .
. next. ‘morning numerous eriemy dead were’ found. in. and amuzzd the _posit,wns on i
« OF -GEORGE,. some bav.mg been killed by knives. s T :

Whlle f:he battle raged on: OP GEORGL' tbe contac-i: in i:he .llage mcreased

Jdin intensity. "Tha platoon. headquarters ‘was Jo.ined' by personnel pulled dn
L from the embush jsite, the RD Cadre and Fopular Self Defense Forces-within® =

" “'the village. The Harines repulsed the probes by ‘the 'NVA and the Popular -

‘. .Forces-drove a small number of the enemy who' attempted‘ to enter the village L
'";f.rom the east behind - the frlendly foz'ces, from the wllage, }ull.mg several e e

'-:af them in. the contact.




fold3 &

www.fold3.com/itmage/#269657364 Printed on Jun 29, 2012

" SUMMARY. QF ACTION UPON WHICIH IS BASED A RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF AN
_ APPROGPRIATE UNIT CITATION TQ COMBINED ACTION PLATOON 1-3-9, 18T COMBINED
- ACTION GROUP, ITLX MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE, FLELT MARINE FORC'E‘, PACIFIC
AKD suppommc UNITS S .

MI SSION:

. Protect the v;llage of An Phong {1) and. surroundlng hamlets in asszgned -
“Tactical Area of Coordlnauon and elimlnate the VJ,et Cong and Vlet C'ong-._
- Infrastructure . tberem. : : : '

CONCEPT oF OPERATION: :

Maintain the p:‘osence of Comblned Act.lon Platoon 1~3-9 .m the ass.lgned L
‘area and accomplish their mission. by conducting aggressive small unit
activities consisting of patro.ls and ambushes throughouL ‘thedr: ass:r.gned’
_-Tact.wal Area af Coozc?.lnat.wn. ! . :

. EXE’CU&"ION.

- oom the m.ght‘ of 12 September 1969 the plai:oon had estabJ.lshec'z“ an ambusb )
“ north of the village, 4 liaison team with the Popular Forces -Platoon on .
OP. GEORGE: and a roving platoon OP. to prov.ide security For the. village. ”
At a pprox:.mately 0330 the villagers passed. the word that a large number
of NVA. soldiers had enteéred the western section of tha village. The ’

. platoon CP dzspatche-d a small forece, cons.tst:.ng of two Marines, a Navy
‘Corpsman aind. an interpreter to Investigate’ ‘They. moved to the-school
yard in the west:ern end of - the mllage whare . they- found the NVA dxrectmg DT
» the villagers away from the area. .The small force was taken under heavy -
- automatic weapons fire regulting in the wounding of the interpreter in
the ley. - The Marines killed the NVA that had initiated the fxreflgbt and
. began fighting their way back to the platoon CP; ‘The C‘orpsman r-.rhlle :
assisting g the wounded :mterpreter awag fx’om the pursu.m;r enemy was -
moxf:all #] wound’ed. ) . .

at t:he same tlme the f.:reflght in i:he v1llage began, OP GEORGE over.look:r.ng

- the village, came undér a’ heavy ground attack by approxzmately thirty -
sappers using satchel charges, grenades and automatic weapons. 'The: enemy
succeeded in ‘breaching the perimeter of the outmimbered defenders and ) ;
fur,wus Hand to hand combat ensued. Throuygh. their ‘determined and tenacious .

- fighting the small force succeeded in driving the enemy from their poss.tlons

' ‘at g loss of six Popular Force soldiers killed and one Harine ‘wounded. The'
‘next morning numerous. enemy ‘dead were found In and. azound the posit:.ons on
-OP GEORGL‘, some hav1ng been - killed by km.ves. : o - S :

W.'ule the battle mged on OP: GEQRGE the contaci: in the v.tl.lage mcreased -
- in intensity. The platoon headquarters was Joa.ned by personnel pulled in .
“from the ambush site, the RD Cadre aml Popular Self Defense .Forces: within -
‘the village. ~The Harines repulsed the probés by’ the. ‘WA and the Popular
" - Forpes drove & small number of the enemy who attempted to enter the village:
. from.the east behind the friendly farces s Ffrom the v_xllezge, klllmg several'.

"'_of them in the contact.
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¢ - The Marines called in art.lller y and hellcopter g'unslups througbout ‘the |
. night, often within Fifty meters of their positions. &t first light a

-small reaction force gconsisting of the Combined Action Company executive
officer, supply Sergeapt, an ARVN lieutenant and & Navy Corpsman. arzived..
by helicopter. Onge on the ground the Company Executive Officer quickly
assessed the situation and formed two enall attack forces of Five Marines

~and several PF's; leadmg one. himself and putting the other under the .
_cammand of the supply sergeant. . They: then launched a two: pronged attack
against the numérica) 1y superior enemy.. They Immediately came under.

. Intense automatic weapons-and RPG. fire but théy contimed to. advance,

o fn,mg from the. hip nng meeting the -enemy face to face as ‘they moved’
from hut e Jhut. . At phiz time a reaction force cons.istlng of a smal,l
detackment from the combined Action Group Headguarters led by the
Commanding Officer and two Regional Force companies led by the D.xstr.wt '
Chief accompanied by 4 small detachment of U. §. Army Advisory Team #17 .
from Binh Son District landed by, helicepter to the west of the. v.zllage. '

' The reaction force immediately came under mortar. and small arms Fire and
‘engaged remnants of the enemy battalion trying to_escape to the west..: .
They killed several along the edge of the village and directed a.trstm];es T
on the remain.ing ﬁnemy as he W.J,thdrew to the west. . :

. AE approx.zmately 1130 ‘the reaction force moved :mta the v:.r.llage and’
R _-.1.mkedl up:-with CAP 3}.3.9, A count_of_th_e eneny dead totalled one )
hundred sixteen. Siyty-eight individual and two. crew served weapons -
were ca'ptured' ant’ one POW was capturéd._ The FOW confirmed the unit as
- the 6th. Battal;on, 215t Regiment, 2nd NVA Division znd: stated. that only

"the mortar platoon which never entered the villagd and the battalion
headquarters section escaped alive. This action cost one Marine and
one Navy Corpsman killed,four Marines and .one Navy szrpsman wounded.
- and e:.ght Pr's kllled, w:.th an undez‘:ermmed number mnndcr}. - s

"By their conspicioug dlspJa y of phenomenal courage, and steadfast de——
. -votdon to duty in the face of seemingly unsurmountatle odds, Comb,zned
. Actjon Platoon 1~3~9 suycceeded in bringing- about the destruction of a.
‘battalion of North Vietnamese regulars and. made a szgn,ificant cantr.;bution
toward the objectives of the Free World Forces in the Republic of :
Vietnam. fThe performance 6f ‘their fellow Mamncs, v, &, Army elemem".‘s
of the Americal Division and of their Vietnames comé‘es An. arms: wag. .
. also in keeping with the highest traditions of the wilitdry services. |
.The facts contdined ip the proposed c:.tatlon attached and‘ th:.s summarg

‘are a mattr,r ‘aof racord,” ' -
) SUPPORTING UNITS

Detac'funcnt lst Comb_med ‘Actien Group- : T L
. Petackment, V. S. Army Advisory Team #17, Binh son E‘Istricf;, RUN- o . :
. 276th Assault Helicopter Company, 14th Aviation Bﬂﬁhlign : Amar.ic:a.l DiViSiOB;USA:' -
. Dgtachment, Bink. Sop pistrict Headguarters, RVN - . -
Reg.ma.l Force! Company #228, Binh Son District, RVYN.
" Regional Force Company #986, Binh Son Dlstrzct, ng
Fopular Force Platoon #17 _
o Popular Force. Platoon #189
: Revolutionary Deve.lopment Cadre Platoon #73
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PROPOSED c.rmmo;v S

CO’vJ'B.Z'NL’D AC‘TION PLATOON l--3~9, .IST COMBINED ACTION GROUP & SUPPORTING UNITS

for 5erv.1ces as set fo.rth in’ the follow_mg._ KR

o "For extraordmary hero.:sm in act_ton against emy North Vz.etnamese o
A.rmy forceés during the ‘pattle of An Phoiig (1) on 12 Sepf:ember 1969. _
Aeting on .mformat.mn ‘passed. by the people of “the wz.llaga that an NVA
battalion ‘had _zan.ltrated into the western port.wn ‘af An Phong (1) '
CAP 1~3~9 mmzed.latel y.dispatched a four man force . locate the enemy;
contact was made m.th the énemy Forces. in the Vlllagge at ‘0340 and the -
small group of Marines and Popular-Forces soldiers cahe under intense
automatic weapons and RDG fire; at the same time the snall force of .two
Marines and seventeen Popular Forces soldiers mannimy the observatlon
‘post known as OP GEORGE, which overlooked the village, came under a
heéavy ground attack by enemy Sappers.using stachel eharges, grehades
and alitomatic: weapons. . The defenders on OP ‘GEORGE st ‘e enemy at: -
close quarters and furious hand to hand combat ensued: . The eneny was
physically ejected from the position. Although vasﬂig outnumbered the
- Marines and Popular Forces soldiers in the village gontinued to-hold '
their positions and launch. aggressive covncer attacks, with as few as.
eight pors sonnel - througliout the night. Undaunted by the heavy enemy fire:
and superior numbers, the Combined Action Platoon directed airstrikes. =
by belicopter gunships and fixed wing aircraft and malled artzllery flre
missiohs within £ifty meters of thelr position with devasting effect
on the enemy.. With the arrival of the company execelive officer and
suppl y sargeant by hellcopter at dawn, the small upit again launched
& two pronged attack against the determined eneny, . dnflicting heavy
casualtles and driving the remainder ‘of the enemy fyom the v;llage.
The men of Combined Action Flatoon 1-3-9, by their steadfast devotion: _
‘to duty and complete disregard for their own persona! safety in the'
face of overwhelming odds, were able to prevent the enemy from seizing
. the village of An Phang 1) and also inflict devastmg cagsitalties .
resulting in tbe deaz.matlon of ‘the 6th Battal.wn, 2Lst Regiment, 2nd
D.IV.ISJ.OH, NVA. Th_ts dzsplay of profess.zonahsm, debermination and
unparalleled aggressiveness by this small unit resulited in the ultimate
-death of one hundred sixteen North Vietnamese soldimrw the capture :
‘of sixty-eight. 1nd1v1dual, two crew served weapons, and the- capture of .
. & NVaA POW while sustaining the loss of only one Marime, one Navy Corpsman
" and eight Popular. Forces soldiers killed,  This commendable acticn
: represents an extraordlnary contrlbutlon t‘:oward the ﬂch;evement of the -
. objectives of Free World Forces: in the Republ.w of Wigtnam and wag in ..
- keeping with the very h.tghest tradltions of the Marime Corps and the .
- United. States Naval Service. . . R : o .

" : E‘nclbé’uré {2} .
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NATIONAL CR'L‘DII' UNION ADMINISH‘ATION '
\Vashmgton DC 20456 '

o L - S o CAfENYridmb
_OﬂiccoftheAdminisz_rnt_or EE . S a0 October 6, 1972

- From: -Lieutenant'Generol Hexrman Nickorsoo; Jr., u.s. Matine'Cofps {Ret)
S Tov Commandant: 6f the Marine Corps (Code DL}, Headquarters, U.5.
: IMrine Corps Washinoton, B.. C 20380 ' : .

"Subj: 'Appropriate Unit Award for’ Ccmbined Action Platoon 1-3-9 I1r
© Marine Amph1b1ous Foxce involving combat action on 13 Sep: 1969

| Refr (a) LtCol J.E. Hennegan, USMEG, MARTU MARTC Philadelphla, Pa.,
: itr JEH cet over 1650 of 12 Sep 1972, same subj .

1, I an pevsonally knowledgeable regarding - the sub3ect combat action of

"CAP 1-3-9-as.set forth in enclosure (1) to reference (a), end I enthusiastic-
ally suppart ‘the ‘proposed unit - cltatlon. I.visited the site of the action .
shortly after the event and talked to the troopers. I would.comsider the
failure to award this wnit citation to- be a grave 1n3ustice to all the

‘brave men involved.

2. T had the pleasure of decoratlng several of the CAP leaders shortly
" after this battle. If further documentation is needed, I suggest the
- Comnanding- General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, be contacted as he acted
. on my mesaage raquest for the ind1v1dual decorations mentioned above.'
;" )
/;-.—,u

' HER{IAN NICKERS(O{I IR,
' r’/ :
!" -

Copy to: LtCol J.E. Hennegan -

FHCTOSURE [P0
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS .
HEADQUARTERS ZD MARINE DIVISION F.MF.
B CAMF’ LEJEUNE NORTH CAROL!NA 28542 .

N NIy n.nl.n. w
5/CRB/pmc . -
10 Oct 1972

Colonel Charles R. BURROUGHS 323 12 22 39 :
" Commandant of the Marine Corps {Code DL) , Headquarters,.
U..S Marlne Corps, Washlngton, D c._20380 RO

:'~Appropr1ate Unlt Award for: Comblned Actlon Platoon
* 1-3~9, III Marine Amphibious Force involving combat’
action on 13 September 1969; recomnmndatlon for

Ref: - {a) Lleutenant Colonel hENNEGAN s Itr JEH cet over
' 1610 dtd 12Sep72 ' : _ _

1. Refererice (a) forwarded Lleutenant Colnmel HENNEGAN's. - )
recommendation for an. appropriate award for Combined Action
Platoon 1-3-92, III Marine Amphibious Force. - In addition, _

- reference (a} identified the- undersigned as Dlrector Comblned
Action Program, III MAF durlng the perlod. ' . :

‘2. My memory of the ‘described action is iw fact’ most v1v1d
and has been accurately portrayed by Lieutemant Colonel :
~ HENNEGAN, I am in complete concurrence wltﬁ hlS recommen— _

dation.

'C. R. BURROUGHS

ENCLOSURE (3 ).
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DEPARTMENT o THE NAW
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE comﬁs

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20380, ' R
. T WREPLY. REFER ™ ..

DL—ral

- From: Commandant of the Marlne CQrps S fo
To: -~ Commander. in Chief, Pac1fle, FPO,_San Fran01sco
g S ... B6610 '
L viar (1) Commandlng General, III Marine Amphlbaous
- Force -
(2) Commander, Unlted States Mllitary Assistance
© Command, Vietnam ' :
(3} Commanding General, Fleet Marlne Force, Pacific
_(4)'Commander in Chief, U. S.. Pac1f1c Fleet (FFl—l)-

'Suhd: Approprlate Unit Award for Combzned Action Platoon
" 1=3-9, IIT Marine Amphlhlous Force involving . combat
-actlon on 13 September 1969, recommendatlon for '

Ref:--_ta) CMC ltr DLApsro of 2ﬂ0c 72, same sukuect
fEncl; e(l) MaJGen Lloyd B RAMSEY'S ltr D@PMHZA of 2600L72.-

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded for 1nclu51on in reference
(a) for consideration of an appropriate unit award for _
Combined Action Platoon 1-3- 9, iII Marine Amphibxous Force.'

Copy to: s S
LtCol J. E. HENNEGAN °

. MARTU, MARTC, MCRTIC
NB, Phlladelphla, Pa..
19112 -

| ENCLOSURE ()




fold3

www.fold3.com/image/#269657402 Printed on jun 29, 2012

DEPARTMENT OF‘ THE ARM‘E’
OFFICE OF THE PROVOS‘T MAREHAL. GENERAL

.. WASHFNGTON.DC EL-TE S

DAPM=ZA- . - zs October 1972

'SUBJECI:.:APPFOPFIate Unit Award for Comb:ned Actlon Platoon.iu'i'r:'-
R 1-3-9"1| |- Marine Amphibian Force Involving. Combat
Action on 13 Sep 69, Recommendatlon for

Commandant of the Marlne Corps
fCode DL} -

HQG UGS, Marine Corps
Washington, D.C. 20380

b, Reference is .made to letter from LTC U, E. H¢ﬁnéghh; .5
ﬁarine Corps, ‘12 Sep 72, 'sub;ect as above e oo ’

2. .On !3 Sep 69, the date of the combat act:on of Comb:ned
“‘Action Platoon {CAP) 1-3-9, I was the. Commanding’ General of .

the United States Army 23d infantry Division (Americal), The - .
_vitlage of An Phong, . where the action took place, was ln the = - -~
‘Americal Dlv:sion Tactlcal Area of. Responstbility e

3. 1 am we?l acqualnted with the combat actlon as descr:bed

.in .the inclosure to -subject lTetter: - When Colone! Hennegan
called me regarding my |ndor5|ng this actlon, _believe he

_was surprised of the knowledge ‘had concerntng the . events _ o
"that toek place on 13 Sep 69. The CAP “1+-3-9 performed in such-'-“

©o-an’ outstandlng manner that | can vividly recall thelr heroie 7

- efforts. Following this action Coloneil Hennegan gave a br:eff';' :
‘ing at my Diviston Headquarters in whlch he- explained, In ~

- detall, the events that transpired.  As | recall, Frasked S
Colonel Hennegan if the Marine chaln of command would submiitia Tl
recommendation: for an award for CAP 1-3-9.0 He indicated that

" he was sure they would. ' I, offered to. make such- a. recommenda~
tion through Army channels if it would be helpful. Since -
Colonel Hemnegan and I worked in very ctose coordtnation ‘and "
he ‘never mentioned the subject. again, i assuned the proposed

- award was well on its way, and 1 drd not Subm|t a recommenda-*

't:on through Army channeis

. 4. Itods: with great personal and professional military prlde}3wﬁ”7
that 1 indora» Cl recommendataon for & unst citatton to CAP g

- BHCLOSUEE ()
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CDAPHSZAC 26 october 1972 ¢
SUBJECT: Appropriate Unit Award for Combifed Action Platoon’
1=3=9 1t1 Marine Amphibian Force Involving. Combat

Actlon on 13 Sep 693 Recommendat?on for

1=3- 9 and 'ts Support!ng units for thelr outstandtng and heroic_
action on 13 Sep 69. . In my opinion, it would be an injustice.
not to recognize those brave Marines. Tnvdlved in this action.

5. If additional informaiion on detalis are des:red woutd
be happy to provide whatever is. needed based on my recol]ectron
of the intudent . B C

0YD B. RAMSEY
lajor Gemeral, USA "
The Provost Marshal General

- §F R :
LYC J. E._Hennegan_




